Assorted Sections (4/21/10)
Themes and Terms

· Pgs 995-999 Soviet Eastern Europe, 1945-68

· Despite the loosening of restrictions in the Soviet Union in WWII, after WWII it became more repressive, similar to the 30s under Stalin. The propaganda emphesising ‘Russia’ rather than the ‘soviet’ helped to unite the people and the govt; something that began to fall apart with new slogans such as “The war on Fascism is over, the war on capitalism begins.”

· Numerous art forms were censored and numerous minorities such as the Jews were verbally attacked. 

· When Stalin began to rebuild Russia after WWII, he focused first on heavy industry and the military, similar to his initial economic plan. Agriculture suffered and it was in many ways a return to the 30s.
· Due to the strong army and secret police in eastern Europe, Stalin was able to form the communist countries there into a one party pro-Soviet Union system. Numerous WWII resistance leaders were killed so as to limit responses to the Soviet take over. Only one country didn’t become a Soviet puppet state, Yugoslavia which was still Communist under its dictator Joseph Broz Tito. 

· Nikita Khrushchev came to power in 1953 after Stalin died. He reformed the Soviet Govt by reducing the power of the Secret Police, closed down most of the labor camps, and engaged in some economic reform; which lead to a period of at least moderate growth in living standards. He also presided over the period known as ‘de-stalinization’ where restrictions were reduced and tensions with the west were lowered. Khrushchev began de-stalinization in his ‘Secret Speech’ to a closed session of the Party Congress in 1956 where he denounced Stalin and showed how Stalin had been destructive to the Soviet Union. Khrushchev was finaly ousted in 1962 by Leonid Brezhnev.
· Khrushchev advocated a policy of ‘peaceful co-existance’ with the capitalist west saying that an all out war need not happen. He also began to policy of courting non-alligned non-communist nations for support. Although this may make Khrushchev seem soft, he was not. 

· As a result of de-stalinism many of the eastern European nations wanted reform. This was most visible in Hungary where in 1956 a popular revolt in Budapest drove out the soviet troops and instituted a liberal communist reformer in power. It was only when they demanded free elections and split the alliance with the Soviet Union did Russia send troops in to crush the revolt. The Hungarians had hoped for US involvement but we did not want to help a nation that may cause WWIII.

· Khruschev was ousted by conservatives who wished to ‘re-stalinize’ Russia. Khrushchev lost a lot of his influence with quite stupid moves such as building the Berlin War and arming Cuba with nuclear missiles, creating a near WWIII, and then backing down without any real US concessions.
· In 1962 Leonid Brezhnev took power. Although he was a ‘restalinization’ supporter, he was no where near as cruel or ‘evil’ as Stalin. Some economic benefits were experienced and eastern Europe did gain some national autonomy. That said, he also began a large arms build-up but tried to avoid a large scale conflict with the US.
· The defining moment in Brezhnevs career was the ‘revolution’ in Czechoslovakia in 1968. Alexander Dubcek was elected leader of Czechoslovakia; mindful of the abortive Hungarian revolution he consistently proclaimed his loyalty to Moscow, and tried to reform Czechoslovakia into a ‘socialism with a human face’ or reconciling communism with personal freedoms. Fearful that this idea might spread into other communist countries Soviet troops occupied Prague and arrested the leaders. They made no military attempt to respond as that would have been suicidal. The reforms were abolished.

· Brezhnev formed that into the ‘Brezhnev Doctrine’ where the Soviet Union has the right to become involved in any other communist nations affairs when it felt like it. Brezhnev died in 1982, with Mikhail Gorbachev taking control.
· Although the Soviet Union was still in ‘re-stalinization’ it was more based on compromise than sheer dictatorial will. People gained a few more economic benefits and life in the whole generally improved a bit. Stability was also maintained in Russia by using Russian propaganda rather than Soviet.

· That said, art and literature along with even limited free speech almost disappeared. Although labor camps were done away with, people might be blacklisted, or unable to be hired (quite bad when in Soviet Russia the govt is the only employer’. More sever dissidents would be imprisoned. 

· People began to move to the cities more rapidly, by 1985 2/3 of all Soviet citizens lived in cities. That lead to an increased average education level, prompted by a need for skilled administrators and scientists. As people gained more education, they began to feel they should have a legit voice in the govt. Lastly people gained more ideas as some intellectual restrictions were relaxed so administrators and such could explore more ideas. 

Decline of Communism in Eastern Europe

· Pgs 1020-1024

· Poland emerged as a major challenger to Soviet rule in Eastern Europe with the Solidarity workers movement due to a relatively half-hearted attempt to impose communism on Poland. The vast majority of land was still private owned and the Church remained powerful.

· As a result of an economic collapse in 1973, Polish shipworkers at the Lenin (Danzig) Shipyards in Gdansk went on strike. In response the govt signed the Gdansk Agreements where it would grant numerous liberties and would rule on behalf of the people.

· The Solidarity movement as it became known was under the leadership of Lech Walesa. He tried to keep it a ‘self limiting revolution’ aimed at protecting what they had won at the Gdansk Agreements from the Brezhnev Doctrine. The group eventually collapsed and Soviet troops moved in to establish martial law. Solidarity still maintained a extensive underground network and many Poles still continued as if they had the rights of the Gdansk Agreements. Solidarity revived again in the 80s under Gorbachev, and variations of the movement eventually spread to the rest of Eastern Europe breaking Soviet control.
· Mikhail Gorbachev became leader of the Soviet Union in 1985 after two non-entities died in office. Although a communist, he felt that the USSR was failing to keep up with the west and that communist had to be less restrictive. He thought he could control a populist democratic movement to re-invigorate the USSR but he failed and the USSR further disintegrated. He also tried to ‘reform’ soviet citizen by advocating against alcoholism and corruption.
· Gorbachev had three key elements in his reforms:
· Perestroika (restructuring): He instituted a more open economic system with limited free market. Although it initially showed some promise, it stalled between communism and capitalism. The continuing economic issues further increased dissastisfaction with the plan and it was seriously unpopular by 1988.

· The more popular reform movement instituted by Gorbachev was gladnost (openness). It was pretty much an openness to a free press and speech, with still some restrictions. The free speech ended up becoming a veritable cultural revolution.
· Gorbachev also tried to use democratic movements to reform Soviet government and open debates were even encouraged in the Supreme Soviet (Parliament). This unfortunately lead to a wave of uprisings against the USSR by groups seeking greater autonomy. This lead to the collapse of USSR control in Eastern Europe by 1989. Eastern European nations threw off USSR rule leaving the USSR as basically only the Russian Federation and a few minor central asian countries. Thus did Gorbachevs attempts at strengthening Communist succeed in ending it.

Collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe

· Pgs 1025-1038

· It is important to note that while the Warsaw Pact and the USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) collapsed, Communism still was the prevailing political ideology in Eastern Europe.

· Also, although the Soviet Union is considered to be Russia, it is not. Russia was simply the most important republic in the Soviet Union.
· The results of the Revolutions of 1989 were the dissolution of the USSR, West Germany absorbing East Germany, and the USA emerging as the sole remaining superpower.
· In Poland the Solidarity movement, although being underground, managed to force Polands economy to a stop, forcing the communist government to barter with free elections. The Communists lost the election and Poland became a democratic partially free market state. The same soon followed in Hungary.
· In East Germany many left into West Germany by going through Hungary and Austria to West Germany.

· In late 1989 Czechoslovakia experienced the ‘Velvet Revolution’ where the communist leaders were forced into a power-sharing agreement and chose to step down.

· Only Romania had a bloody revolution where the leader ordered his troops to shoot the protesters. They then had a massive armed popular uprising that resulted in the dictator Nicolae Ceausescu getting killed by a firing squad.

· IN early 1990, the smaller states in the Soviet Union began electing either reform candidates or anti-communist candidates. Gorbachev refused to use the military to put down the movements and instead used economic sanctions. His ‘weak’ response lead to a loss of governmental support back home. Gorbachev also thought he could control populist movements in Russia so he had the Soviet Union adopt a new constitution that abolished the Soviet one party system. So he became President of the Soviet Union; despite his call for a reformed constitution, Gorbachev did not want to allow free elections, only a loosening of strict Soviet Authority.
· In May 1990 president of the Russian Federation (Russia) Boris Yeltsin announced that Russia would declare independence from the Soviet Union. Gorbachev tried to restore the Soviet Union in a loose coalition of the states but the idea was shot down. Gorbachev further lost support from all walks of life, especially the soviet hard-liners.

· In August 1991 Gorbachev was kidnapped by communist hard liners who were in turn defeated in a popular resistance rallied around Yeltsin. The army supported Yeltsin and Gorbachev was returned to office. However, Yeltsin declared the Communist party abolished and Russia left the Soviet Union. The other states soon followed. The Soviet Union was formally dissolved on December 25th 1991. The former soviet states (excluding Russia) formed the Commonwealth of Independent States which played only a very minor role.
· After East Germany became independent from the USSR, the leaders advocated a ‘third way’ which would go between failed Stalinism and free market capitalism. That idea failed because after the Berlin Wall came down, roughly 9 million east germans crossed over into west germany, roughly ½ of the population. Most however returned home but not before seeing the wonders of west german capitalism.
· The West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl perfectly exploited this opportunity. In 1989 he proposed a plan to re-integrate East Germany and told all east germans that they could exchange their money at a one-for-one ratio with the more valuable west german marks.

· This allowed the East German Party ‘Alliance for Germany’ to overturn the Communist Party in March 1990. 

· In July 1990 Germany was united while a formal unification occurred in October 1990. 

· On November of 1990 the Paris Accords occurred. The Paris Accords established the boundaries of modern Europe and basically ended the Cold War. The Paris Accords also reduced the size of armed forces and set the stage for more reduction of nuclear weaponry.

· In a minor but symbolic event, in November of 1991 President H W Bush canceled the alert status for nuclear armed bombers with Gorbachev following suit. For the first time in 4 decades, nuclear weapons were no longer at ready with the capability to sterilize the world three times over.

· The first Gulf War basically consisted of America and the UN support stopping Saddam Hussein from annexing Kuwait in his dreams of creating a ‘pan-arab’ nation. American troops stopped short of overthrowing Saddam because it was feared that without him Iraq would collapse into chaos. If only W Bush had listened to his dad. With the ending of the 1st Gulf War, President HW Bush proclaimed the ‘new world order’ where America and the UN would work to ensure stability throughout the world.
Read/Skim pgs 1038-1056. It may seem like a lot but it is mainly themes which are hard to summarize. Plus there are a lot of large color pictures taking up space. A very general summing up:

· Europe began to experience some difficulties with unification due to challenges on expanding EU membership to former USSR states and Turkey.

·  Thatcherian/Reagan conservatism began to take hold in Europe leading to a slight distrust of immigrants and refugees fleeing the third world for Europe. (Thatcherian/Reagan conservatism is basically American Conservatism. Small govt, social values, low taxes, maintaining budget.)

· The 90s were mainly a decade of optimism tempered by some issues. The optimism came from the fact communism was gone and Europe was unified. The world was looking to the future! The optimism was tempered by growing human rights issues in 3rd world countries, growing Islamic extremism (no one really paid much attention though), and some slight economic issues relating to the EU mandating currency.

· The idea was that the EU/UN would work to create a unified world. Many times those plans fell through because the citizens didn’t want to lose any of their countries sovereignty.
· Europes Southern Peninsula began experiencing bloody ethnic wars, the UN was forced to get involved.

· The world woke up to the idea of Islamic extremism and fundamentalism with 9/11. The book highlights the growing split in Europe between the ‘accept all with liberty and rights for all’ and the ‘conservatives’ over what to do about radical Islam. Radical violence is again on the rise with more riots in Paris and Islamic death threats in the Netherlands.
